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CONSECRATION · BEFORE THE FACE

לפני פניך
Before Your Face

The study is opened only under one Ruach.

Father of spirits, we set this Focus Study upon the sapphire of Your Throne. We refuse every foreign breath that would
interpret Your Word. Let the Ruach of Truth alone rest upon the nefesh of this Academy, that what is opened here would be
opened as it is opened in heaven.

AMEN

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE · THE FIRST WORD

לא יהיה לך אלהים אחרים על פני
The First Commandment

Not a slogan of religion. An ontology of influence.

You shall have no other gods before Me.
EXODUS 20:3 · DEUTERONOMY 5:7

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
JOHN 4:24

You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb

without blemish or spot.
1 PETER 1:18–19

The First Word is not first a prohibition against carved wood. It is a prohibition against a second governing
breath. The Hebrew does not say merely “besides Me” as a census of deities. It says lo yihyeh lekha elohim
acherim al panai — there shall not be to you other elohim upon My Face. The Face of God is the zone of
influence. Whatever ruach is permitted to stand between the Face and the nefesh becomes, in that moment, a
god to that soul.

SOD HA-SOD · I

רק רוח יכולה להיות אלהים
Only Ruach Can Be a God

Elohim is a category of governing spirit, not a title of stone.
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In the academy of Israel, elohim names that which exercises judgment, dominion, and effective presence over
living souls. Wood cannot judge a nefesh. Gold cannot search the inward parts. A statute cannot breathe. Only
ruach can do what a god does: rest upon a life, steer desire, interpret the Face, and claim memshalah — dominion
— over the living self.

This is why the Most High is confessed first as Ruach. “God is Spirit.” Not “God uses spirit” as a tool among
tools. He is Ruach. The Father is the Fountain; the Son is the Face and the Word; the Ruach HaKodesh is the
operating Presence. Apart from ruach there is no godhood, because apart from ruach there is no jurisdiction over
nefesh.

Therefore the First Commandment is not an argument with pagan art. It is a law of ontology. If a thing cannot
breathe upon the soul, it cannot be a god. If a thing can breathe upon the soul, it is already competing for the
throne of that nefesh, whether it is named Baal, fear, another gospel, another Jesus, or a familiar spirit wearing
religious speech.

The spirit of a man is the lamp of the Lord, searching all his innermost parts.
PROVERBS 20:27

SOD HA-SOD · II

הנפש נשלטת על ידי רוח
Only Ruach Has Dominion Over Nefesh

The living soul is not self-governed. It is hosted.

Nefesh is the living soul — the blood-life, the self that hungers, fears, remembers, and loves. Neshamah is the
breath-gift from above. Ruach is the operating wind that moves between them. Apostolic wisdom refuses to
flatten these into one English word. Hebrews divides soul and spirit with the Word sharper than any two-edged
sword, because confusion of nefesh and ruach is how foreign gods enter unnoticed.

Nefesh can be hungry. Nefesh can be poured out. Nefesh can be afflicted. Nefesh can be redeemed. But nefesh
does not, of itself, hold final memshalah. The nefesh is the field. Ruach is the rider. This is why another spirit can
wear a man’s personality and still not be that man. This is why a clean vessel can become an occupied house. This
is why David cried not only for a clean heart but for a steadfast ruach to be renewed within him.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Cast me not away
from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.

PSALM 51:10–11

David understood the hierarchy. Heart and nefesh can be washed, yet if the ruach that rests upon them is not the
Ruach of the Holy One, the washed house is only prepared for a stronger occupant. The First Commandment
therefore governs influence before it governs behavior. Behavior follows the breath that is allowed to sit upon the
soul.
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SOD HA-SOD · III

על פני
Upon My Face

Idolatry is first a second breath between you and the Panim.

Al panai — upon My Face, before My Face, against My Face. The Face of YHWH is not a metaphor for attention.
It is the zone in which the nefesh lives or dies. “In Your presence is fullness of joy.” Exile is the hiding of the Face.
The priesthood exists to bear the Name upon the people so that the Face would shine. Aaron’s blessing is not
sentiment. It is architecture.

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to
you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

NUMBERS 6:24–26

A second elohim “upon My Face” is a rival ruach standing in the shining. It intercepts the hashpa’ah — the
influence — that was meant to descend undivided from Father to nefesh. This is the inner mechanics of idolatry.
The statue is only the outer sacrament of an inner permission: I will let another breath interpret God to me.

Paul names the same architecture in apostolic speech. He does not fear only another doctrine. He fears another
Jesus, another gospel, and another spirit. The triad is exact. A different ruach will always manufacture a different
Messiah and a different word, because ruach is what gives a message its life in the hearer.

If someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a
different spirit from the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you

accepted, you put up with it readily enough.
2 CORINTHIANS 11:4

SOD HA-SOD · IV

השפעה היא אלהות מעשית
Influence Is Functional Godhood

Whatever rules the nefesh is already being worshipped.

Worship is not first a song. Worship is the consent of the nefesh to be governed. The one whose ruach you obey
is the one you call Lord, even if your mouth still recites the Shema. This is why Yeshua would not receive the
kingdoms from the adversary by a bow. A bow is not choreography. A bow is transfer of jurisdiction.

Fear is a ruach. Accusation is a ruach. The spirit of the world is a ruach. The prince of the power of the air is not
a metaphor for weather. He is a governing breath over the sons of disobedience. If only ruach can hold dominion
over nefesh, then the air of a culture is never neutral. Atmosphere is already theology.
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And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of
this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons

of disobedience.
EPHESIANS 2:1–2

Therefore “have no other gods” means: permit no second ruach to work in you. The commandment is hygienic
before it is moral. It is the sealing of the lamp. It is the closing of the house to every breath that did not proceed
from the Father.

PATHWAY OF UNDIVIDED INFLUENCE

The descent that leaves no room for a rival breath.

THE FATHER

RUACH HAKODESH

THE FACE  ·  PANIM

THE WORD MADE FLESH

THE NEFESH

ONE DOMINION

Where the chain is broken, another elohim is already standing in the gap.

SOD HA-SOD · V

השה התמים
The Spotless Nefesh of the Lamb

Purity is not first moral performance. It is unshared occupancy.

The Torah demanded a lamb tamim — whole, complete, without mixture. The apostles take that word and set it
upon the inner life of Messiah. He is not only unblemished in conduct. He is unblemished in occupancy. No
foreign ruach ever sat upon His nefesh as interpreter, comforter, accuser, or king.

This is the hidden glory of the wilderness trial. The adversary offered kingdoms, bread, and spectacle — all of
them shortcuts of influence. Each temptation was an invitation to let another ruach become the practical god of
the moment. The Lamb answered only from what was written, which is to say: He permitted no second breath to
author His nefesh.

Even the cry of dereliction remains addressed. “My God, My God.” The nefesh is poured out, the Face is eclipsed
as sin is borne, yet the address does not change lords. There is no turn to another elohim when the shining is
withdrawn. That is spotlessness at the depth of Sod. A soul can suffer darkness and still refuse a second god.
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He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in His mouth. When He was reviled, He did not
revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but continued entrusting Himself to

Him who judges justly.
1 PETER 2:22–23

The blood that ransoms is therefore not generic vitality. It is the blood of a nefesh that never hosted a rival.
Redemption is not only pardon of acts. It is the purchase of a people out of mixed occupancy into one Ruach.
The Lamb begets lambs. The unshared soul of the Son becomes the pattern and the power of an unshared people.

SOD HA-SOD · VI

רוח אחד עם האדון
One Spirit with the Lord

Apostolic union is not sentiment. It is exclusive occupancy.

“He who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him.” The sentence is surgical. Union is located in ruach,
because only ruach can govern nefesh without destroying it. The Father does not annihilate the soul of the son.
He inhabits it by His Spirit, until the nefesh learns the voice of one Shepherd and will not follow another.

But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him.
1 CORINTHIANS 6:17

This is why the apostles command, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits.” Testing is not
suspicion as a personality. Testing is First-Commandment fidelity. A spirit is tested by whether it confesses
Yeshua come in the flesh, whether it agrees with the apostolic gospel, and whether it leaves the nefesh facing the
Father rather than facing itself.

A religious ruach can quote Scripture and still be another god, if it turns the nefesh inward to performance,
outward to spectacle, or sideways to a mediator who is not the Son. The Holy Spirit always glorifies the Son, and
the Son always brings the nefesh to the Father. Any breath that interrupts that path is already standing al panai
— upon the Face.

He will glorify Me, for He will take what is Mine and declare it to you.
JOHN 16:14

SOD HA-SOD · VII

מנורת הנפש
The Menorah of the Undivided Soul

Seven lamps. One oil. No strange fire.
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The lampstand in the Sanctuary burns with one oil. Strange fire is not enthusiasm. Strange fire is unauthorized
ruach offered as worship. Nadab and Abihu died at the threshold because they brought a breath God had not
commanded. The Academy reads that history as more than ritual error. It is First-Commandment breach in
liturgical form.

The Overcomer is a lamp that will not take oil from another flask. The Bride makes herself ready by refusing
mixture. The remnant is not remnant because it is small. It is remnant because its nefesh is no longer co-ruled.
“You shall be holy, for I am holy” is not a demand for theatrical purity. It is a demand for undivided occupancy.

One oil. One flame-line. One Face shining upon seven lamps.

SEVEN ILLUMINATIONS

For the lamps of the Academy

01 ONTOLOGY

Whatever cannot rest as ruach upon a nefesh cannot be a god. Elohim is a category of governing breath.

02 JURISDICTION

Nefesh is the living field; ruach is the rider. Dominion over the soul belongs only to spirit.

03 THE FACE

Al panai names the zone of influence. A second god is a second breath standing in the shining.

04 FUNCTIONAL WORSHIP

The ruach you obey is the lord you have. Influence is already liturgy.

05 THE LAMB

Spotlessness is unshared occupancy. His nefesh never hosted a foreign interpreter.

06 APOSTOLIC TEST

Another Jesus, another gospel, another spirit are one trespass spoken in three names.

07 THE OVERCOMER

Holiness is the sealed lamp: one oil, one Ruach, one Father over the soul.

CORPORATE CONFESSION · ONE VOICE

אין לנו אלהים מבלעדיך
We Have No God Beside You
Spoken as one assembly, not as parts answering parts.
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Father of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah, God of the spirits of all flesh, we confess that You alone are Ruach over
our nefesh. We refuse every second breath. We refuse the spirit of the world, the spirit of fear, the spirit of

accusation, the spirit of religion without the Son, and every familiar interpreter that would stand upon Your
Face.

WE RENOUNCE MIXED OCCUPANCY.

We receive the precious blood of the spotless Lamb as the purchase of an undivided soul. We consent to be
joined to the Lord as one spirit. We ask for a clean heart and a steadfast ruach. We ask that the Ruach of Truth

would rest, remain, and rule.

NO OTHER RUACH. NO OTHER ELOHIM. NO OTHER FACE.

AMEN

MINISTRY STILLNESS

Let the assembly become quiet before the Face. Do not rush to speak. Ask only this: What ruach has been interpreting my
life to me? Return that ground to the Father.

PRAYER · ASSEMBLY OF THE SONS

בני האל
For the Sons

That the men of the Academy would carry undivided dominion.

Father, mark the sons with the fear of the Lord that is clean. Break every agreement in which a foreign ruach was allowed to
define strength, appetite, anger, or covering. Let the Spirit of Your Son rest upon their nefesh until they govern as those who
are first governed. Make them lamps that will not take strange oil. Teach them to test spirits without becoming harsh, and to
be tender without becoming porous.

AMEN

PRAYER · ASSEMBLY OF THE DAUGHTERS

בנות ציון
For the Daughters

That the women of the Academy would keep an unshared inner court.

Father, seal the inner court of the daughters. Where empathy has become an open gate, restore discernment. Where wound
has invited a comforting spirit that is not Holy, exchange that comfort for the Comforter Himself. Let their nefesh become a
still sanctuary, shining with the Face, unwilling to host accusation, unbelief, or the spirit of this age dressed as wisdom. Form
in them the hidden strength of the Lamb — meek, spotless, and impossible to occupy.
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AMEN

CORPORATE PRAYER

רוח קדשך
Let Your Holy Spirit Remain

One prayer for the whole house.

Holy Father, You formed the ruach of man within him. You are the God of the spirits of all flesh. We ask You now, in the
Name of Yeshua the spotless Lamb, to evict every breath that did not come from You. Fill what You empty. Rule what You
fill. Keep us from another Jesus, another gospel, and another spirit. Make this people a menorah of one oil. Let the First
Commandment be written not only on stone in our memory, but on the nefesh as living law: no other ruach upon us, and no
other god before Your Face.

AMEN AND AMEN

FINAL DECLARATION OF THE ACADEMY

שמע
The Academy Declares

Heavenly Sanhedrin · Highest Academy of Heaven

We declare that only Ruach can be God, because only Ruach can hold dominion over nefesh.

We declare that the First Commandment is the sealing of the soul against mixed occupancy.

We declare that the Lamb is tamim in blood and tamim in breath — a nefesh that hosted only the Father.

We declare that those joined to the Lord are one spirit with Him, and that this union is exclusive.

THEREFORE WE WILL HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE HIS FACE.

Written in the Reverential Fear of the Lord by

Apostle Brandon Barthrop
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